
ROAD SAFETY IN EXTREME WEATHER

Driving in adverse winter conditions like snow, sleet, ice, or black ice makes simple maneuvers like accelerating, 
braking, turning, or driving up and down hills much more challenging even for the most seasoned driver.  

Your road safety depends on you. Every decision you make while driving needs to be thought out, considering all 
potential outcomes. 

The first thing you need to do is stay informed. Check the weather forecast along your route and when possible, 
delay your trip if bad weather is expected. Before heading out, notify others and let them know your route, 
destination, and estimated time of arrival.

How to avoid losing control of your vehicle:

• Always pay attention to the road. If it is shiny, there’s probably ice. If 
you cannot avoid it and drive over it, your vehicle may lose traction. 
In that case, ease off the gas, do not brake, and keep your steering 
wheel steady. 

• If the snow is packed, follow the tracks of other vehicles. If you do 
not have winter tires or chains, it is best to stop in a safe place and 
wait for conditions to improve. 

• Increase your following distance. Aim to leave at least double the 
space you normally would between your car and the one in front. 

• Do not use cruise control. Winter driving requires the driver to be in 
full control at all times. 

• Before entering a curve, adjust your speed. Do not brake or change 
gears while turning, as you might lose control.

What else can you do?

• Make smooth, gradual steering inputs to avoid losing control. 

• Brake gently. 

• Constantly scan the road ahead and anticipate problems rather 
than reacting to them.

Be cautious and drive safely!

Drive responsibly: Be aware of your actions, anticipate risks, and 
adjust your speed based on road and weather conditions.

Key precautions and essential tips for driving in adverse winter conditions 

Stay home

• Only go out if necessary. It is always better to avoid taking unnecessary risks.

Be prepared: Make sure your vehicle is ready

• Check the condition and pressure of your tires, including the spare tire. 

• Use the right mix of antifreeze and water in your radiator. 

• Keep your gas tank full to prevent moisture buildup. Similarly, for electric and 
hybrid-electric vehicles, keep your battery charged and minimize the drain on 
the battery. 

• Ensure your windshield wipers are in good shape and that you have the proper 
washer fluid formulated for low temperatures. Regular water will freeze.

Slow down! It is crucial
Driving at inadequate speeds is a common mistake when driving in adverse winter 
conditions. 

• By reducing your speed, you allow yourself more decision-making time should 
something unexpected happen. 

• Plus, lower speeds reduce the risk of you losing steering control of your vehicle.


