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DRIVING RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH WILDFIRES

Wildfires and the smoke they create can make driving extremely dangerous

Snaring Rond
Route Snaring

Palisades
Centre

Cenlie dos
Palissades

Driving through an area that is being ravaged by wildfire can be dangerous and emotionally unsettling. Visibility can be severely reduced
due to smoke, making it difficult to see the road ahead as well as other vehicles.

Fire by nature is unpredictable. The direction, amount, and density of smoke can change rapidly with the wind. If you know there are
forest fires on your driving route, look for alternate roads to travel or avoid travel if possible.

Unlike fog, wildfire smoke is visible from a distance. Use this time to take preventive measures before entering a smoke-affected area.

To prevent collisions and protect yourself, it is essential to adjust your driving to these adverse conditions. Below are some
recommendations to enhance your safety and that of others when you encounter thick smoke on the road from wildfires.

Before entering a smoke-affected area:
Stay calm. Panic can cloud your judgment and lead to mistakes.

Close windows and activate air recirculation: To prevent toxic
smoke from entering your vehicle, be sure to close all windows
and turn on the air recirculation function.

Turn on your headlights. Use low beams, not high beams: High
beams reflect off the smoke and can worsen visibility. Low beams
will help you see better and ensure other drivers can see you.

Keep your windshield (windscreen) clean. Use wipers and
windshield washer fluid liberally to ensure that your visibility is
maintained.

Check your air filters more frequently during wildfire season:
Smoke and particles from wildfires can accumulate in your
vehicle’s air filter, affecting its performance and the air quality
inside the car.

When driving through a smoke-affected area:
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Driving in smoke and low visibility conditions requires caution and focus.
By following these basic recommendations, you can drive more safely in such
challenging situations.




