SCANNING AHEAD TO AVOID COLLISIONS
- .

Scanning the traffic environment ahead is a safe driving technique that helps drivers spot hazardous traffic
situations before they occur and take immediate countermeasures to avoid crashes or traffic incidents.

This technique helps to protect drivers, pedestrians, and traffic in general, thus contributing to safer journeys and

commutes. In order to effectively scan ahead, drivers must avoid distractions at all cost and always remain alert to
their surroundings.

Other techniques can also help drivers anticipate risks, avoid crashes, and save lives. Here are some:
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Look down the road ahead of your vehicle

Although it is important to keep an eye on the vehicle traveling immediately
ahead, it's also important to look down the road ahead of your vehicle.
When you are looking far enough ahead in your travel path (at least 10
seconds ahead), you will be able to spot hazards early and be well-prepared
to react to them accordingly.
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“Stale” green traffic light

When approaching an intersection and seeing that the traffic light has been
green for a while, drivers may be unsure of what to do. When you encounter
a stale green light, be prepared to stop. The light may change, and you will
need to stop in a safe and controlled manner. This will also afford time and
space for the driver traveling behind you to react safely. Remember, traffic
lights are used to organize and control traffic flow. Obeying a traffic light is
always a safe attitude.

Covering the brakes - 4 Visual communication

Maintaining eye contact with other drivers or
road users helps to decipher possible risky
behaviors. Gestures and attitudes reveal
whether you are facing a situation that could
escalate and compromise road safety. For
example, spotting and anticipating the
intention of a pedestrian crossing a road
outside the designated crosswalk area.

Holding your right foot over the brake pedal,
without depressing it, will improve your
reaction time. This allows you to spot critical
traffic situations ahead and slow down
progressively. It also helps to avoid sudden and
harsh braking maneuvers, which often result in
rear-end collisions.

Scanning ahead, keep your eyes moving

When driving, it is essential to continuously
scan the road environment ahead and to your
sides for traffic hazards, such as bus stops,
driveways, intersections, and school zones,
where attention must be enhanced to spot and
handle potential traffic incidents.

These and other safe driving techniques should be practiced until they become second nature
and are carried out automatically.

Remaining alert and continuously scanning the road environment ahead will help to improve
overall traffic safety.

Let's make our roads safer together!




