
By following these preventive measures, you can significantly reduce the risk of 
collisions and improve safety for everyone. 

Remember, driver precaution and attention can make a difference.

Regardless of who has the right of way, it is crucial for drivers to take preventive measures and 
remain attentive. Many intersection crashes are preventable. 

Here are 8 key recommendations:

Intersecting roadways are complex and hazardous areas where two or more roads meet. 
Whether urban or rural, intersections can be tricky at best and downright hazardous at 
worst, not just for the person behind the wheel, but for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
Intersections can result in conflict points where crashes occur.

Intersection Safety:  
What makes intersections so hazardous for drivers?
Have you ever heard or said: “I was hit at an intersection... the other driver didn’t yield”?

Stale green light: When approaching an 
intersection with a green light and 
you’re unsure how long it has been 
green, remember that it could turn 
yellow/amber soon. Be prepared! 
Observe, identify, assess, and recognize 
hazards, including rear-end hazards, to 
take any necessary precaution.

Check the intersection: Before 
entering, make sure it is clear. Perform 
a “visual sweep” and maintain a broad 
view to identify the intersection’s 
existence and anticipate hazards.
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3 Slow down: Slow down when 
approaching an intersection and be 
prepared to stop if necessary, even if you 
have the right of way. Use the “ready 
braking” technique to help reduce your 
reaction time and overall stopping 
distance.

Use turn signals: Signal your intentions 
well in advance so that other drivers 
know what you plan to do.4

5 Avoid distractions: Keep your 
attention on the road and 
intersection ahead. Do not use your 
mobile phone or engage in other 
activities that might distract you.

6 Maintain a safe following distance: 
Keep an adequate distance 
between your vehicle and the one 
in front of you, especially in heavy 
traffic conditions.

7 Be aware of pedestrians and 
bicyclists: Pay close attention to 
crosswalks and bike lanes. Yield to 
pedestrians and cyclists whenever 
appropriate.

8 Adapt your driving to roadway 
environment conditions: In low 
visibility conditions, such as fog, 
rain, or snow, reduce your speed 
and increase your caution when 
approaching intersections.


