
 

GLOBAL CONTEXT OF ROAD SAFETY. 

If you have experience in road safety training, you are probably aware of how the issue of 
traffic accidents has evolved over time.  

Undoubtedly, this is a very broad topic, so the intention of this module is to summarize the 
current global road safety situation with data and information. It is crucial for instructors to 
be aware of current trends and challenges for the following reasons:   

● To provide updated and relevant information to the students and drivers with whom 
we work in practical and theoretical training. 

● Align lessons learned with best practices and the latest safety recommendations, in 
order to communicate and even promote them and take from them aspects that 
could enhance training. 

● Be aware of any legal or regulatory changes that could have an impact on the topics 
developed. 

● Raise drivers' awareness of the specific challenges faced in different regions and 
countries, such as infrastructure problems, driving behaviors or environmental 
factors. 

● To learn about the main risk factors that affect people's lives in the different regions 
and thus promote a culture of road safety through the formation of safe attitudes 
and behaviors. 

● To promote a broader understanding of the importance of road safety in a global 
context. 

It is for these reasons that it is important to keep in mind the need for all of us who are 
dedicated to the promotion of road safety to keep up to date with the information that is 
produced by the most important organizations and institutions related to road safety in the 
world.  

Let's review in a dynamic way some basic information to consider global figures and data: 

● Every year, traffic collisions cause the death of approximately 1.3 million people. 
● Between twenty and fifty million people suffer non-fatal injuries, many of which 

result in disability. 
● Road traffic injuries are the leading cause of death among children and young people 

between the ages of five and twenty-nine. 



● Nearly half of the deaths from this cause involve vulnerable road users, i.e. 
pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists. 

● Despite the fact that middle- and low-income countries account for approximately 
sixty percent of the world's vehicles, they account for ninety-three percent of the 
deaths related to these crashes. 

● Traffic crashes cost most countries three times their gross domestic product.  

As a result of these tragic figures, the United Nations General Assembly has set the 
ambitious goal of reducing by half the number of deaths and injuries caused by road traffic 
in the world by two thousand thirty, and has decreed the Second Decade of Action for Road 
Safety, which integrates a strategy to achieve these advances, below we will review some of 
the approaches of this Global Plan: 

● It incorporates roadway and vehicle designs that reduce collision forces to levels 
within human tolerance to prevent death or serious injury. 

● It encourages those who design and maintain roads, manufacture vehicles, and 
manage safety programs to share responsibility for safety with road infrastructure 
users, so that when a collision occurs, solutions are sought throughout the system, 
rather than blaming only the driver or other road users. 

● It pursues a commitment to proactive and continuous improvement of roads and 
vehicles so that the entire system is safe and not just the locations or situations 
where the last collisions occurred. 

● It acts on the premise that the transportation system should produce zero fatalities 
or serious injuries and that safety should not be compromised for the sake of other 
factors, such as cost or the goal of faster transport times. 

Considering that CEPA's courses are aimed at companies, it is essential to review the 
approaches that this Global Plan considers in relation to the actions that the private sector 
should carry out: 

● Specify vehicle safety levels (including two-wheeled motor vehicles) for fleets of 
vehicles used in the provision of contracted services; 

● To provide training for all motor vehicle drivers. 
● Perform self-monitoring and reporting on the road safety performance of its 

suppliers. 
● Establish rules for scheduling and planning operations and driving practices acquired 

to control driver fatigue, use low-risk traffic routes, use lower-risk vehicles, and 
prioritize the best times for commuting. 

As we can see, the reduction of traffic accidents can only be achieved through systemic and 
integral work. To provide you with more information on this subject, you will find in the 



digital material of this module, some documents and links that will offer you a more solid 
vision of the current state of road safety.  
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